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Mark Hyland’s
Doubles Success

Academy graduate Mark Hyland,
headed to Mary Washington College
this fall, competed well on the ITA
Summer Circuit. He won two of the
doubles events, at Mary Washington
with Robert Jenkins and UNC Chapel
Hill with VDM coach Thomas Richter. €#
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VDM Alums Made The Most
of Their Academy Years
by Dennis & Pat Van der Meer

The beginning of another VDM Academy year always brings back
thoughts of years past, and the great pleasure our ever-growing
family gives us. It's always wonderful to see them grown up,
successful, and happy in life. Recent visits from two young men
from overseas made us reflect on the opportunities they both took
full advantage of here at Van der Meer. Alen Odic was a refuge from
Bosnia sent overseas during the war by the Olympic Committee

to try to save a generation of promising athletes. Alen learned
English on-the-fly while attending school here on Hilton Head, and
played strong enough tennis to earn himself a full ride to Coastal
Carolina. During his summer break, he came back to work for us at
Sweet Briar and Hilton Head. Under Dennis’ tutelage, he became
an excellent coach, and his skills made him sought after by the top
players. Alen came back to work for us full-time upon graduation,
met his future bride, married, and moved to Texas. He and Connie
brought Mila, their little baby girl, and Alen’s parents to Hilton Head

VDM Academy player and WTA pro Ali Riske (left) lost a tough 3-set
match against WTA #15 Yanina Wickmayer in the Wimbledon MD (right)
shortly after defating Wickmayer in 3 sets at Birmingham.

Ali Riske’s Super Summer

Ali travelled to Europe with her sister, Sarah. She played the
French qualies, and then went to England for the grass warm-up
events to Wimbledon. She made quarters at Nottingham, then
qualified and went all the way to the semis at Birmingham,
beating several top players along the way. Maria Sharapova,
much more experienced on grass, finally knocked her out, but
her great success earned her a WC into Wimbledon MD. She
drew Yanina Wickmayer, #15 in the world, whom she had just
beaten in 3 sets at Birmingham. In her first grand slam MD
appearance, the 3 set win went to Wickmayer. After Europe,

she came back to Hilton Head to rest and practice, then played
a %50K in Lexington, where she reached the quarters. She has
since been playing qualies in big WTA events in the US, recently
losing her first round match in the qualifying round of the US
Open in a tough 3-set match. i
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several weeks ago, and gave us a lot of joy (pictured to the left - top).

The same week, Mariusz Adamski from Poland (pictured to the left

- bottom) and his long-time girlfriend, whom he met at Sweet Briar,
were also visiting Hilton Head. Mariusz played at Wake Forest on a
tennis scholarship, graduating from the business school as an All-
American. He and partner Todd Paul reached the semis of doubles at
the NCAA’s. Mariusz is currently living in NYC, working for a hedge
fund and getting established in the financial world. He talked about
how his tennis has helped open doors, and the skills he learned
while training, competing, and teaching tennis (yes, he took our
TennisUniversity course, and also taught at Sweet Briar) have helped
him be disciplined and focused.

We are proud of these guys, and hope that you all will become the
same caliber of VDM student-athletes. While neither had the funding
necessary to pursue pro dreams, both are very happy and tennis

is still part of their lives. Some of their training partners went on to
become top ATP and WTA players, which is fun for them. They made
lifelong friends, and look at VDM Academy as their second home.
When you tell someone you're from Van Der Meer, it means a lot!
Take full advantage of your opportunity here. Work hard, and enjoy
the fruits of your work. €%

Woodson in Top 25 Nationally

14 year old Jared Woodson made the
quarters of singles in the MD, and semis
of the back draw at National Clay Courts,
bringing him to #24 in the nation. Jared
beat the # 2 seed along the way. i)
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VDM TENNIS SHORTS

TOURNAMENT RESLLTS

VDM Sweet Briar Jr. Chmps VDM Summer End Shootout

[ ] Alexi Turk Winner B16s, Winner B16s Dbls lAIex Pasareanu||Men’s Open Finalist, Winner Dbls
D Blaise Casselbury | Winner B14s Ashley Kitchen|Women’s Open Finalist, Finalist Dbls
BCIaudia Escribens||Winner G18s, Winner G18s Dbls CoIby Burke |Men’s Open Backdraw Finalist

| ]David Botti | Winner B18s Dbls Winner G10s

@Ellie Czura Winner G14s, Winner G14s Dbls Women’s Open Backdraw Winner
Epiphany Turner | Backdraw Winner G18s Men’s Open Backdraw Winner
Frank Mosconi|Winner B18s Julie Clark 2nd Place G14s (RR)

[ ]lan Sturgil Winner B12s Dbls Kate Christensen||3rd Place G14s (RR)

Julie Clark Finalist G16s, Winner G14s Dbls Natalie Kitchen ||[Women’s Open SF

D Michael Fleming||Winner B12s, Winner B12s Dbls Nick Bybel Men’s Open SF, SF Dbls

[P vitchell Brockmann | Finalist B14s ESammy Schwartz||Men’s Open SF Dbls

Samantha Sullivan| Finalist G18s, Winner G18s Dbls EYuriko Ono Women’s Open Backdraw Finalist
[ Samuel Adamson||Winner B14s Dbls VDM Camp Alum

[ Stefano Benedini|\Winner B18s Dbls Corina Morariu

[ ] Tristan Dalio | Winner B16s Dbls Chronicles Life On

[ ]William Rose |\Winner B14s Dbls and Off Court Through
[ Yuriko Ono | Winner G16s Her Autobiography

Indiana grad and VDM Academy Pro Thomas
Richter has been very busy on-court this summer
as both a coach and a player. He coached our Junior Summer

Camps at Sweet Briar and Hilton Head (mostly at Hilton Head), and

traveled to several ITA tournaments with the VDM Summer Circuit
players. Thomas won doubles at UNC-Chapel Hill with recent VDM
Academy graduate Mark Hyland, and captured the single’s title at

the ITA Summer Circuit Championships held at Indiana University in

August. Continuing his hot streak, he beat VDM Academy star Alex

Pasareanu in the Men's Open Singles final and partnered with Alex
to win the Men’s Open Doubles at the VDM Summer End Shootout.

Other VDM Academy Pros that performed well at the VDM Summer

End Shootout were Alessandro DuBesse making it to the semis of
the Men's Open and was a finalist in doubles, while Paulina Bigos
won the Women’s Open and was a finalist in doubles. €®

A w Welcome Kristen
Campbell-Pulk, Dr.

Jeff Pulk as Head

House Parents

Pictured with Pat and Dennis

and their 4 year-old son Anson

Over the years, many top collegiate
and touring pro players have
trained at our Sweet Briar camps,
and even more spent formative
years with Dennis, Coach Verdieck,
and Pat. One such youngster was
then 12 year-old Corina Morariu,
who was part of the fledgling Summer Circuit travel team.
Corina went on to have a very successful pro career in singles
and doubles, survived leukemia, and then returned to the tour.
Her story is chronicled in her autobiography, newly-released
and available through Amazon.com. Entitled ‘Living Through
the Racket; How | Survived Leukemia and Rediscovered
Myself', her book is an insightful look at her life on and off

the court, and makes for interesting reading. Going through

a life-threatening illness and coming out strong is often the
fortunate case for disciplined tennis players, and Corina
credits this discipline for a large part of her recovery. Now a
very competent and successful commentator for The Tennis
Channel, this lovely young lady has put her experience and
knowledge gained over the years to very good use. €

Corina Morariu posing in
a group photo taken at
one of our Sweet Briar
Junior Summer Camps.

Former VDM student, Kristen Campbell, now a lawyer and
mother, and her nationally renowned sports vision specialist
husband will be our lead team at Beach Arbor this year. Krissy is
excited about returning to her 2nd home, and helping to recreate
an ideal setting for our student family. Son Anson, 4 years old, is
looking forward to adding big brothers and sisters to his circle.
Jeff will be joining Dr. Catherine Darling’s eye practice on the
Island, and will be helping Kristen with houseparent duties. €%

Brian Parkkonen

Brandon Frazier

Welcome Back, Brandon Frazier;
Bye For Now, Brian Parkkonen

VDM Academy welcomes back Brandon Frazier
as a Head Pro in charge of college placement.
He takes the place of Brian Parkonnen, who has
moved temporarily to the Miami area to be near a
special hospital program for his new daughter.

Brandon returns to VDM Tennis as a Head Pro and
Director of College Placement for the VDM Tennis
Academy. He's been working with the Academy
and our summer camps since 2003, and is a USTA
High Performance coach. Originally from North
Carolina, Brandon graduated from Appalachian
State University in 2004 majoring in History and
Education, and graudated from East Carolina
University in 2007 with a Master’s in Military &
Maritime History. Brandon looks forward to working
with the Academy kids this year and helping them
have a very successful 2010-2011 season. @

You're Invited to Participate
in a VDM Tennis Academy
World Class Junior Weekend Clinic!

October 810" | November 571
Cost - $320

Junior Weekend Clinics
November 2628
December 31=Jantary 2"

Cost - $320

Junior Weeklong Clinic
December 27"-31¢

Cost - ¥455

For information, contact Terri - 800.845.6138 ext. 140
Special accommodation rates available!
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