


Woodson Wins National Open

Academy player Jared Woodson met part-time Van 
Der Meer Academy student Tommy Paul in the 
fi nals of the boys 12s National Tournament held 
over Thanksgiving, and emerged victorious in an 
exciting 6-3, 7-6 match. Dennis and Pat were very 
proud of both boys, and happy that they played well 
enough to reach the fi nals. Hopefully, they will play 
many more fi nals against each other!

EDDIE HERR IN TERNATIONAL
JR. TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS

VDM Academy Alum Returns as 
Part-Time Coach

Former ATP/Davis Cupper and long-time VDM 
Academy student, Tommy Shimada, has joined 
the academy staff part-time. Tommy, wife Miki, 
and baby Maya, moved back to Hilton Head upon 
his graduation from college. He is working in his 
family’s business, but retains a love for tennis. At 
the holiday party, Tommy spoke to our kids and 
parents about the importance of getting a good 
education, and his decision to postpone college 
to play the tour. He expressed how fortunate he 
felt to have been successful enough to make a 
living playing tennis for a period of his life, and that 
the vast majority of players are better off to go to 
college fi rst, and then test the waters out there.

Laskutova Sisters Storm Through Eddie Herr

Ksenia (left) and Victoria (right) Laskutova had a very 
strong showing at the Eddie Herr International Jr. Tennis 
Championships in Bradenton, FL. Ksenia ran through the 
12 year-old fi eld to the Semis before losing a close match 
to #1 seed Simone Pratt from Deerfi eld Beach, FL. Victoria 
made it to the Round of 16 in 14s after upsetting the #2 seed 
Su Jeong Jang from Korea. As of December 5th, Matt Kirk 
and Luca Cerin were still playing in the Round of 16 for 14s 
Doubles. Congratulations on a great performance!

You’re Invited to Participate in a VDM Tennis 
Academy World Class Junior Weekend Clinic!

VAN DER MEER TENNIS ACADEMY
VDM TENNIS SHORTS

HILTON HEAD ISLAND, SC
WWW.VANDERMEERTENNIS.COM
800.845.6138 | 843.785.8388
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Mt. Pleasant Jr. Tennis 
Classic/Winner-16s

Mt. Pleasant Jr. Tennis 
Classic/Winner-14s

BullFrog - Mobile, AL/
Winner-12s | Wilson Fall 
State Jr. Open/QF-12s 
| USTA National Open/
Finalist-12s

Wofford Jr. Classic/Finalist-
18s

Wilson Fall State Jr. Open/
Backdraw Finalist-16s

Mt. Pleasant Jr. Tennis 
Classic/Backdraw Winner-16s

Mt. Pleasant Jr. Tennis 
Classic/Winner-18s | 
Wilson Fall State Jr. Open/
Backdraw Winner-18s

MACH Aiken Championship/
Winner-16s

Dates
Jan. 30–Feb.1 and Mar. 27–29, 2009

Schedule
Fri 3PM–6PM (check-in at 2:45PM)

Sat 9:30AM–12:00PM, 2:00PM–4:30PM | Sun 9:00AM–11:00AM

Cost - $320
For information, contact Terri - 800.845.6138 ext. 140

Special accommodation rates available!

VDM Academy alumnus and current part-time coach 
Tommy Shimada (right) on court with Erik Halaj (left) 

and Alex Pasareanu (center).
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VDM Academy star Jared Woodson 
(pictured above w/ Dennis and Pat) 

holding his gold medal that he received 
for defeating fellow Academy student 

Tommy Paul (right).


