


Searching For The Right College

An important part of attending an academy is preparing for 
and selecting the best possible fi t for college. Being realistic 
about your ability to produce wins for your team makes it 
easier to decide where you can play and possibly even get 
a partial or full scholarship. Particularly for boys, with much 
less funding available to coaches, you need to keep certain 
things in mind at all times.

While coaches defi nitely will fi rst select players with the 
ability to win matches for them right off the bat, potential and 
attitude can give you a chance after early signing period 
in the fall. Successful coaches know that not all kids reach 
their full size by the time they are seniors, nor are they all 
equally mature emotionally. As long as you show positive 

intensity and a strong 

work ethic, some spotty results can be overlooked. Good 
coaches know that someone who helps make practices 
valuable by giving 100% all the time will make good team 
players. Prima donnas can wreck team spirit. By learning 
to be a positive leader in high school, you defi nitely 
enhance your chances of earning the coveted spot on the 
team of your choice. A positive attitude and great work 
ethic generally will infl uence the coach to select you over 
someone with equal results. Academy Alumnus Interview - Steven Lin

Steven, we are so glad you came “home” for your fall break 
at Tusculum College. We want you to give some advice to 
the Academy players who are looking at colleges for next 
year, and even the younger ones for later on. Here are some 
questions that will be helpful for them:

VDM - Do you feel that you were prepared for college 
tennis? How about balancing the school work and tennis 
responsibilities?
SL - I feel that I was well prepared for college tennis here at 
the VDM Academy. School is very organized for the athletes. 
You just have to keep the motivation and work towards your 
goals.
VDM - How much do you think being part of the Van Der 
Meer team helped you make the transition to playing on a 
college team? Did playing the ITAs at Sweet Briar help focus 
you to the collegiate level?
SL - I think the tennis academy really helped me a lot. I 
would not be playing college tennis without having Dennis’ 
and the coaches’ instruction. The ITAs defi nitely helped me 
understand and compete at the collegiate level of tennis.
VDM - What do you think college coaches are looking for in 
potential scholarship recipients?
SL - I think college coaches like players who have a lot of 
passion in tennis. They want players who play and train hard.
VDM - What can our young players work on to make 
themselves sought-after as recruits?
SL - Just keep the motivation up, eat smart, and keep your 
body and mind clear.
VDM - Any other thoughts for our players?
SL - I would say to prepare for college recruiting as early as 
possible. Also, play more tournaments because rankings and 
results help a lot to get you noticed.

You’re Invited to Participate in a VDM Tennis 
Academy World Class Junior Weekend Clinic!

Tusculum College player and VDM Academy Alumnus 
Steven Lin and Dennis

VDM team at the Sea Pines Tournament (top), Vacation Co.  Tournament 
champs Erik Halaj (left) and Erica White (right) with Justyn Schelver

VAN DER MEER TENNIS ACADEMY
VDM TENNIS SHORTS

HILTON HEAD ISLAND, SC
WWW.VANDERMEERTENNIS.COM
800.845.6138 | 843.785.8388
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Kiawah Jr. Championships/R16-18s Dbls 
| Vacation Co. Adult Championships/
R16-Men’s Open
Kiawah Jr. Championships/R16-18s Dbls 

Sea Pines Jr. Championships/Backdraw 
QF/12s

Eastern Designated Closed 
Championships/Backdraw SF-18s, 
SF-18s Dbls

Kiawah Jr. Championships/3rd-18s, SF-
18s Dbls | Sea Pines Jr. Championships/
Backdraw QF-18s | Vacation Co. Adult 
Championships/Winner-Men’s Open | 
Lexington, SC ITF/R16-18s Dbls

Kiawah Jr. Championships/R16-16s, 
Finalist-16s Dbls | Vacation Co. Adult 
Championships/Qtrs-Women’s Open 

Kiawah Jr. Championships/QF-14s, 
SF-16s Dbls | Vacation Co. Adult 
Championships/R16-Men’s Open

Kiawah Jr. Championships/SF-10s | 
Sea Pines Jr. Championships/R16-12s
Kiawah Jr. Championships/R16-18s, 
SF-18s Dbls | Vacation Co. Adult 
Championships/SF-Men’s Open | 
Lexingston, SC ITF/R16-18s Dbls

Kiawah Jr. Championships/QF-18s, 
Finalist-18s Dbls | Sea Pines Jr. 
Championships/Finalist-18s
Kiawah Jr. Championships/R16-18s

Kiawah Jr. Championships/Finalist-
14s, Winner-14s Dbls | Sea Pines Jr. 
Championships/3rd-14s
Sea Pines Jr. Championships/
Winner-12s | Vacation Co. Adult 
Championships/QF-Women’s Open
Sea Pines Jr. Championships/
Backdraw QF-16s | Vacation Co. Adult 
Championships/SF-Women’s Open
Vacation Co. Adult Championships/
SF-Men’s Open

Kiawah Jr. Championships/R16-14s

Kiawah Jr. Championships/3rd-14s, 
Winner-14s Dbls | Sea Pines Jr. 
Championships/Finalist-14s | Vacation 
Co. Adult Championships/QF-Men’s Open

Sea Pines Jr. Championships/
Winner-14s | Vacation Co. Adult 
Championships/QF-Women’s Open
Lexington, SC ITF/R16-18 Dbls

Vacation Co. Adult Championships/
Finalist-Women’s Open

Kiawah Jr. Championships/Finalist-
16s, Finalist-18s Dbls | Sea Pines Jr. 
Championships/Backdraw SF-16s

Vacation Co. Adult Championships/
Winner-Women’s Open

Sea Pines Jr. Championships/
Backdraw QF-14s

Dates
Nov. 21–23, 2008, Jan. 30–Feb.1 and Mar. 27–29, 2009

Schedule
Fri 3PM–6PM (check-in at 2:45PM)

Sat 9:30AM–12:00PM, 2:00PM–4:30PM | Sun 9:00AM–11:00AM

Cost - $320
For information, contact Terri - 800.845.6138 ext. 140

Special accommodation rates available!


